
GVMPA 

 

Notes of the Meeting – September 30, 2020 
 

 

1. Approval of August minutes—Moved, seconded and approved (which is appropriate because the 

minutes were excellent!). 

 

2. Reports from Officers and Representatives 

1. President report – Danielle Werkeiser 

a. GVHS Drama Guild—Fall play is: Spoon River Anthology. Virtual rehearsals have started. And 

it has MUSIC in it! Check out the drama guild website 

https://gvhighschooldramag.wixsite.com/mysite or follow GVDG on Facebook.   

b. Matt White will retire from the Board this year. ☹ Parents--please let us know if you are 

interested in helping GVMPA, especially with FUNdraising.  (It’s fun. Honest.)  

contact@gvmpa.org. 

c.  We’ve been brainstorming to concoct some socially distant activities that are enjoyable and safe.  

Please let us know your ideas! We’ve had a few. See below under New Business. 

  

2. Student officer reports –  

a. Mollie Goldman, Drum Major—the Band is working on Don’t Stop Believing and Dream On.  

Students are very motivated to come to rehearsal now that there is a fun music show planned.  

Band members have also been enjoying virtual game night on Fridays.  It’s very fun and a great 

way to bond with each other, and especially to keep students involved for next year.   

b. Druv Chandiramani, Marching Band Field Commander—The band is also working on new 

repertoire of stand tunes.   

c. Madeleine Anderson, President of the Choir--not present tonight.   

c. Bryan Zhou, President of the Instrumental Student Council for Band—Playing band instruments 

at home can be isolating so Mr. Cohen and the Band are working to make Band as interactive as 

possible.  Mr. Cohen has encouraged the students to work on trios so they can see each other 

virtually while the play, which has been helping. 

d. Kirsten Ho, President of the ISC for Orchestra.  The Orchestra is undertaking similar efforts as 

the Band and to engage as much as possible with each other virtually. 

 

3. Treasurer's report – Alex Nikas 

a. So far GVMPA has spent $34 more than we have taken in; it’s not bad but this time of year is 

when GVMPA usually makes most of its revenue selling concessions at the snack shack at 

football games. We are planning a couple of lesser revenue building activities (see “New 

Business” below), which we hope will net a few dollars for GVMPA.  The Association has a 

reserve of about $20,000, so despite lack of income, we are weathering the pandemic.  

 

4. Financial Secretary report – Matthew White—not present.  

 

5. HS Choir Director report – Ashley Vogel—not present but Ashley sent a report for Danielle to read: 

a.  Every choral music student is participating in at least one virtual choir,  

b. The choirs are starting to work on their virtual winter concert 

c. Rehearsals in person are currently in limbo, waiting for approvals. 

d. The Chamber Singers have been getting together virtually.  Mrs. Vogel advises students to invest 

in a good winter coat for singing rehearsal outside.  When the weather is very cold, choir may be 

able to use a large indoor space (gym). 

 

6. HS Instrumental Director report – Sean Cohen 

a. Sean is so thankful for all of the very articulate student leaders who spoke earlier.   



b. Sean described student ensemble virtual collaborations, but the weak internet connection made it 

hard to understand too much detail.  

c.   Sean has been updating Charms accounts now that the class lists have been finalized.  He’s been 

working on some longer-term efficiencies such as linking instrument numbers in Charms which 

would help if there’s instrument drop off outdoors in May. (Let us pray that we will all be able to 

move about freely and safely then.) 

d. Working on an a Jazz improvisation exercises to help build confidence in student jazz musicians. 

e. PPE order is coming in soon for instrumental students.   

f. Football season hasn’t been completely decided but it is likely that there will be two home games 

and two away games.  It is unlikely that the Marching Band will travel to away games. 

 

7. MS Instrumental report – Adam Search 

a. Adam has been working with the other MS music teachers to start moving back to the school.  

Working toward in-person rehearsals in later in October. 

b. The teachers have been struggling to get some instruments fixed and are glad to see that people 

will be allowed to enter the building in later October so they will be able to get repairs done.. 

c. PPE for MS student musicians will be coming in soon before the start of Hybrid school. 

 

3. Unfinished Business—None! 

 

4. New Business 

 

1. GVMPA-Hosted Malvern Scavenger Hunt  

a. Contactless scavenger hunt through Malvern downtown.  For a modest participation fee, teams of 

no more than 4 will download a hunt using a QR codes. There will be a great prize (we are still 

deciding what that will be) for the team that gets the most answers correct; if there’s a tie, the fastest 

to submit their answers to GVMPA will win. 

b. Will be on a Malvern Stroll night—third Thursday of the month. (October 15 is a band rehearsal 

night, so we may schedule the scavenger hunt for the November Malvern Stroll Night so band 

members can do it.  (November 19).  More to come on that. 

2. Drive-In Movie Night event. 

a.   Mr. Cohen has gotten approval from the district administration for GVMPA to host an end of 

  Band Season outdoor movie night event.   

b. Mr. Cohen has engaged the same group that made last year’s MB season documentary for this 

year as well.   

c. Drive-In Movie Night will be held in the back parking lot, which will be comprised of a Movie 

Short--the MB season documentary--followed by a feature film.   

d. Alex has found a rental for an 18-foot screen and sound system that plays on an FM frequency, 

and more importantly, the company sets up and takes down! 

e. GVMPA will charge a modest ticket price per car (to pay for the equipment rental). We are also 

considering making concessions available—wrapped snack items delivered to cars. 

d. Most likely scheduled for Thursday October 29. 

 

5. Committee Reports / Planning 

 

1. Website –Tom reported since Laura is absent tonight.  The websitors will be taking a few features 

out that we are not using to make the website more efficient.  GVMPA could really use a historian 

to gather pictures and organize—perhaps a parent with student historians.  Very soon so 

current music activity is captured.   

2. Newsletter—Jen Anderson and Keet Leibowitz—Laura met with Jen and Keet to work on the 

Newsletter.  The team wants to encourage younger students to stay with music even though they are 

separated from each other currently.  As inspiration, the team are writing spotlight articles about a 

specific student musician from band, orchestra and choir.  Also the GVMPA newsletter will include 

an alumni spotlight to showcase musical high school students who had gone on to enjoy music, even 



if they are not studying music in college—first up—Tyler Bosclair, formerly a Chamber Singer tenor 

and a fabulous Cat in the Hat in Seussical, the Musical, who is now in the glee club at the Naval 

Academy. 

 

6. Open Session—President Danielle opened the floor for questions or discussion. 

1.  How to get the word out about GVMPA meetings earlier?  Some parents have gotten messages 

from a music teacher but by then its too late to get registered at GVMPA.org to get a link to the 

Zoom.  GVMPA has been using Charms for some contact but it doesn’t work perfectly.  Starting 

to build contact list through the website and newsletter. 

2. Everyone in Charms was imported to the GVMPA last year so everyone from last year is getting 

the newsletter, which announces meetings and will include these nifty spotlight articles!   

3.  Some concern was raised that parents of choir members are not being contacted because their 

information is not in Charms.  If parents register at GVMPA.org, we will send reminders to them 

of meetings and activities. 

4.  GVMPA also has a Facebook Page. 

5. Is there any update on elementary instrumental music?  In the next month?  The music teachers 

present have not caught up with the elementary instrumental music director Will Shafer.  

GVMPA will invite him to join next month’s meeting to give an update. 

 

7.  Adjournment—moved (twice), seconded (twice), and so approved. (Just once.) Applause to Danielle—

the meeting ran exactly 60 minutes (even with a little shenanigans at the end). 

 

  


