
GVMPA 
Minutes of the August 13, 2018 Meeting 

 
In attendance: Tom DeTulleo, Alex Nikas, Matt White, Danielle Werkeiser, Julie 
Haefner, Chris Kenny, Jeanne Finkelson, Jennifer Marcks, Jonathan Shuck, Brian House-
Kelly, Laura House-Kelly, Leslie Becthel, Betsy King, Mark King, Ann Search, Vernon 
“Butch” Beals, Rania Passalis Kamariotis, Jen Anderson, Kelley Perkins, Suzanne Parent 
Goldman (scribe). 

 
1. Motion made to approve the June minutes.  The minutes were so approved. 
2. Reports from the Officers. 

a. GVMPA President Tom DeTulleo introduced himself and reported the hiring 
of the new GVHS Instrumental Music Director, Sean Cohen.  Principal Mike 
Flick kept GVMPA informed throughout the process. Of 78 candidates, 
GVHS selected an outstanding band director in Sean Cohen.  In addition, 
Elizabeth Mahovsky has been hired as the long-term substitute for Ashley 
Fisher, expected to continue until the new year. 

b. Tom expressed warm regards for Matt Ceresini, who helped to make a 
seamless transition by leading the first band mini-camp of the summer, 
spending several hours with Scott Cohen, and otherwise being available for 
questions. 

c. Report from Treasurer Alex Nikas.  See financial summary of income and 
expenses from last school year (available on GVMPA website).  Alex 
summarized the income and expenses, providing context for the numbers in 
the report. Largest income for GVMPA in 2017-2018 was from operating the 
concessions shack at football games.  Biggest loss was from spirit wear sales 
and the indoor show.  Overall very successful year, GVMPA realized a 
surplus over $9,000. Noteworthy, GVMPA invested $7,000 as a capital 
expenditure on a trailer for transporting instruments, thereby saving the cost of 
renting trucks in the future. A member moved to accept the Treasurer’s report; 
it was accepted. 

d. Treasurer Alex informed the group that GVMPA is a 501(c)(3) charity; 
money donated to GVMPA is tax deductible to the degree allowed by law. 

e. Fundraising opportunities—GVMPA Financial Secretary Matt White 
summarized the fundraising opportunities sponsored by GVMPA for music 
students; the funds raised by the students go directly into the particular 
student’s account.  The funds may be used by the student for any music or 
performance purpose.  The first fundraiser is selling mums; students earn 
approximately $4 per plant. Thereafter, a WaWa coupon fundraiser in October 
and poinsettia sales in November—plants to be distributed on December 1.  
GVMPA needs volunteers to pick up mums on a Saturday September 22 (with 
a breakfast stop along the way with Matt White!). 
 

3. GVHS Instrumental Music Director Sean Cohen joined the meeting to meet 
everyone.  He shared how honored he feels to be hired by GVSD and feels that 
today, his first day working for GVHS, is the most important day of his life.  His 



own experience in marching band in 9th grade, learning discipline, goals, skills, 
drove him to be a music teacher.  The show this year, “Amazing,” is about growth 
and learning, coming from the darkness into the light.  He thanked the group for 
supporting their kids by participating in thire music education and experience.  
Sean welcomes meeting every parent.  Email address: scohen@gvsd.org. 

4. GVMPA hired the Drill Writer that Matt Ceresini wanted to write the drill.   
5. Student representative Seth Schuck, President of the Student Instrumental 

Counsel, reported that the marching season is going well; the students are learning 
their music quickly.  Mr. Cohen is doing great on this first day.  The student 
leaders met with Mr. Cohen to discuss goals for band camp and long-range goals 
for the year. 

6. Unfinished business from last year 
a. Membership fee—The idea from last school year was to require a modest 

financial commitment ($5 or $10) to join GVMPA to build a sense of 
belonging among the members of the group. Tom recommends postponing the 
idea until Sean Cohen is settled in his job.   

b. Music department orientation night—Create a back-to-school meeting for 
parents to meet music department staff and GVMPA. 

c. New fundraising ideas—GVMPA invites new ideas.  Please share any ideas. 
d. Perpetual plaques—The plaques in the GVHS music department have not 

been updated with the names of students who have won honors over the years.  
It is a goal of GVMPA to raise enough money to be able to pay for the 
inscriptions.  

7. New business 
a. Executive Committee Appointment—Suzanne Parent Goldman appointed as 

Executive Committee Secretary. 
b. Committee Chairperson Appointment—Julie Haefner invited to be GVMPA 

Event Coordinator.  GVMPA Executive Committee will propose an 
amendment to the by-laws to add an Event Coordinator position to the 
Executive Committee. 

c. Volunteer Needs—The Executive Committee will be uploading to the 
GVMPA website volunteer opportunities for the entire year, so parents can 
volunteer for tasks when they will be available.  The membership asked 
whether volunteer tasks will indicate whether clearances are necessary.  
Probably not, but the description of the task should help parents to determine 
if a clearance is needed. Looking to get involved? The calendar on the 
GVMPA website (www.gvmpa.org) includes a “hand” which links to 
volunteer opportunities for the particular event.  

d. Meal Coordinators needed to coordinate group lunch before cavalcades.  
Kelley and Marc Perkins have volunteered.  (Thanks Kelley and Marc!) 

e. Merchandise Orders—Tour shirts.  GVMPA will buy a t-shirt for wear under 
marching band uniforms for each marching band member. (Consider buying 
an extra shirt for your child for hot weather and consecutive-day events.)  

f. Identify Dates for events— 
i. Indoor Color Guard.  Most of the high school space is necessary for 

this event, so it must be carefully scheduled. 



ii. Designer Bag Bingo.  April is traditionally when this event is held, but 
it seesms to be a busy month on the school district calendar. 

g. General Membership Meetings—Generally first Monday of the month; 
however, the September meeting will likely be on a Tuesday since the first 
Monday is Labor Day and schools are closed on the second Monday in 
September for Rosh Hashanah.  

h. Scholarship “Thank yous.”—At the end of the year, music students who are 
seniors may compete for a GVMPA scholarship.  Last year, GVMPA awarded 
three $1000 scholarships to the following students: Consuelo Le, Eric Aho, 
and Hannah Atlas. Tom read heartfelt thank-you letters from the recipients.   

8. Committee Reports 
a. Shack—Largest fundraiser for GVMPA.  Eric Aho, immediate past President 

of GVMPA, will come back to manage the concessions shack for GVMPA.  
“Shack attack” cleanup to ready the shack for this upcoming season is on Aug 
22 at 6:00 pm.  Please come by to help if you can.  More hands/light work! 
GVMPA need 11 or 12 volunteers to run the concessions shacks for every 
home game—it’s a lot of fun.  Come on out to help! 

b. Uniform fittings—Tomorrow night at 6:00pm.  No sewing necessary.  
Uniform shoes will be purchased by GVMPA; parents may purchase 
marching band shoes from GVMPA.  (There are some “gently used” shoes 
available at the school as well.) 

c. “Kick off” Preview Night—August 31, 2018—“Team Friday Kick Off” event,   
planned by GVMPA, the football parents group “Grid Iron,” and the 
cheerleader parents group.  Picnic for the entire community at 6:00 pm; 8:00 
pm field show by marching band, introductions of the football team, and a 
cheer! 

d. Designer Bag Bingo—16 of 22 designer bags have been purchased! 
9. Motion to adjourn the meeting was approved. 


